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We love the narrative quality of architecture. The 
associations and stories connected to buildings often 
excite our imagination as much as the physical traces, 
remnants and built form.

From an early age, through the shared experience of 
weekends spent touring National Trust houses and 
historical sites with over-eager parents, both Tobias 
and Nick were introduced to this multi-faceted 
nature of architecture. 

The life-span of a building can easily transcend our 
existence. Some stretch almost inconceivably far back, 
while others will remain long after us, bearing witness 
to events equally beyond our comprehension. 

In working on historic buildings, we become part 
of their narrative - giving us a sense of something 
greater than ourselves. When we create a new 
building, we write the first line of a new story.

As architects, we’ve always been fascinated by these 
connections - to places, people, the past and the 
future.

Through their essential function of providing places 
to shelter and gather, buildings become imbued with 
and marked by traces of our everyday lives; the dip 
in the flagstone where a chair was dragged closer to 
the fire, the scuff on the threshold from tired boots 
returning home, the oak handrail polished smooth 
from steadying the descent of a steep staircase. 

We draw inspiration from the way materials respond 
to and reflect their use. The patina of age, desire lines 
and habitual use, the marks of carpenters and masons, 
signs indicating the beliefs and fears of inhabitants. 
We choose materials that speak of their place, and 
that will become richer with use - we don’t want to 
fight the signs of ageing, but embrace them. 

Materials root a building to its location and landscape 
and give us a sense of continuity. In using natural 
materials, we also create healthy, sensitive and 
sustainable environments. Our approach is to learn 
from traditional construction materials, methods and 
techniques but always look for new interpretations 
and original ways and combinations to use them.  

Being part of the story of a building, whether at its 
inception or in breathing new life into an existing 
structure is immensely rewarding. 

The feel, smell and sound, the manipulation of light, 
the harmony of materials, the sense of place, the 
spiritual effect upon entering an inspiring space and 
the hair on the back of the neck moment upon the 
perfect symbiosis of these elements is what hooked 
us initially, and is what we aspire to, to this day.

We are a creative architectural design studio 
producing considered, crafted buildings that both 
respond strongly to their user’s requirements and 
are directly informed by their location.

We draw on a diverse range of experience, from 
cutting-edge contemporary design to the re-use, 
refurbishment and extension of historic and listed 
buildings, and work closely with tried and trusted 
consultants, contractors and artisans who share our 
approach.

Based at Paintworks in the heart of Bristol’s creative 
community, Tonic Architecture was founded by Tobias 
Feilding-Crawley and Nick Tomlinson in April 2012. 

Current projects span the Cotswolds, Warwickshire, 
Wiltshire, Somerset, Bath, Bristol, Dorset, Sussex and 
London.
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Tobias is particularly interested in the fusion of 
modern architecture with historic fabric, enabling the 
development of historic buildings to be clearly read.

Before starting Tonic Architecture with Nick 
Tomlinson, Tobias worked at Parr Walker & Associates 
in the Cotswolds.

Here he focused on the high-end domestic sector, 
creatively refurbishing and extending listed country 
properties and estates, as well as designing new and 
contemporary one-off houses. 

Tobias has also worked for Alec French Architects 
in Bristol, on education and mixed-use development 
projects, and Hamiltons Architects in London on 
landmark residential and commercial projects, 
including a scheme for 101 apartments overlooking 
Hyde Park, and a £9m contemporary private house 
in Buckinghamshire. 

Tobias studied architecture at Oxford Brookes 
University and became a chartered architect through 
the Architectural Association, London. 

He is a RIBA-accredited Conservation Registrant. 

In 2003 he was awarded the first prize for an 
international design competition arranged by Corus 
British Steel (now Tata). 

Outside of the studio, Tobias is kept occupied by his 
children, cycling, archery and motorsport. Esse quam 
videri.

Nick enjoys blending contemporary design with 
the traditional techniques and detailing of historic 
buildings. 

He takes particular pleasure in working on projects 
that are firmly connected to their location, celebrate 
local materials, crafts and enhance their setting. 

He previously worked for Simon Morray-Jones and 
Parr Walker & Associates, where he specialised in the 
creative re-use of historic buildings. 

These included the Orangery restaurant and 
Cowshed Relax spa at Babington House, the 
refurbishment of a Grade I listed building in 
Leicestershire, various Cotswold country house 
estates and contemporary barn conversions. 

His work has won a RIBA Conservation 
Commendation and been featured in the Guardian 
and Grand Designs magazine. 

Nick studied architecture at Oxford Brookes, 
Kingston University and the University of the West 
of England. 

He graduated from Kingston with Distinction and 
featured in Building Design’s “Top 100 graduating 
students”. 

He lives in Bradford on Avon and enjoys photography, 
running, travel, going to concerts, finding new uses 
for sticks with his children and getting lost in the 
great outdoors.

T O N I C   A R C H I T E C T U R E    L T D

P e o p l e



Boxworks 20,
Clock Tower Yard,

Temple Gate,
Bristol, 

BS1 6QH

t: 0117 9803515
e: studio@tonicarchitecture.co.uk

www. tonicarchitecture.co.uk
www.instagram.com/tonicarc/


